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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WHITTLESEY. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  Year  1937. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.E.  CRAWLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

S  T  A  F  F. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:—  W.D.T.  Brunyate,  D.M.,  D.P.H. 

(till  May  22nd,  1937) 

F.E.  Crawley,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

(from  May  23rd,  1937)  who  is  also 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

Sanitary  Inspector:-  J.J.  Beresford,  Cert  R.3.I. 

Meat  Inspector:-  J.H.  Poles,  M.R.C.V.S. 

GENERAL__3 TATI  ST IC S . 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  . .  23,362 

Population  (Registrar  '  General » s  estimate  mid-1937)  8,152 

Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate  Book,  end  ofl937).  2,370 
Rateable  Value  ■...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£  27, 866 

Produce  of  Id.  Rate  . £114-2  j-  6. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total  M.  F. 
Legitimate  140  70  70 

Live  Births,  illegitimate  5  3  2 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population.  17.79- 


Stillbirths  . 


Deaths . 


5  3 


2  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live  and  still)  births 

33-33 


8l  39  42  Crude  death  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 

9.94 


Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  ... 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . . 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . 


Adjusted  crude  death 
rate.  8.84 

...  ...  13®5 

12  A 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes .  ...  ...  ...  NIL. 

Death  rate  per  1000  Total  Births.  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.67 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  .  62.07 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  42.86 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  ...  NIL 

"  11  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  NIL 

11  11  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 


Compared  with  1936,  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death  rate  are  lower 
and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  higher  but  the  figures  upon 
which  these  rates  are  based  are  small,  and  no  justifiable 
conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  them. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


- 

i 

Disease. 


Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

!  Puerperal  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas 

Other  Notifiable 
Diseases . 


Notific  ations: 


Under 


Years . 


10 !  15  120 


35 


45 !  over: 


2 


-  - !  1 


3  1 


1  !  - 


-  -  I  2  ;1  i  - 


111  - 


~  i  3  1 


Total 

cases 

noti¬ 

fied. 

Total  Total 
cases  •' 
removed 
to  Deaths. 

Hos¬ 
pital. 
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L  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  experienced  in  1936 
fortunately  ceased  in  that  year  and  the  number  of  cases 
reported  in  1937  was  13,  whilst  Erysipelas  which  is  caused 
by  a  related  bacterium  accounted  for  5  notifications. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year 
was  19.  and  though  not  large,  it  is  disappointing  to  record  that 
although  the  District  Council  offered  free  immunisation  by 
means  of  two  injections  of  1  c.c.  of  T.A.F.  to  the  children 
who  entered  Broad  Street  Infants4  School  during  the  two  years 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  last  immunisation  campaign,  9nly 
33  children  received  both  injections;  less  than  25#  of  those 
offered  immunity  to  the  disease,  No  doubt  the  comparative 
rarity  of  the  disease  at  the  time  was  responsible  for  the  lack 
of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  have  their  children 

was  all  the  more  disappointing  to  realise  this 
previous  week  in  my  duties  as  Assistant 
Officer,  i  had  also  immunised  75 f  of  the  total 
school  population  ol  Littleport  during  their  local  epidemic. 

An  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  Whittlesey  would  find  the  same 

percentage  of  children  whose  parents  desired  immunisation, 
and  only  then  would  they  realise  how  much  better  it  would  have 
been  to  remember  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  five  children  of  Coates 
School  developed  Diphtheria  at  the  same  time.  Investigation 
and  appropriate  action  prevented  the  development  of  further 
cases. 


immunised.  It 
fact  since  the 
County  Medical 


HOSPITAL  PROVISION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Further ^progress  has  been  made  with  the  Scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Northern  half 
of  the  County,  and  plans^  have  been  submitted.  In  the  meantime 
the  existing  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  patients  at 
Wisbech  Isolation  Hospital  continue  when  necessary. 


GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  general  health 
services  of  the  district  in  the  past  year.  The  County 
Council  are  considering  the  provision  of  a  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic  in  connection  with  the  proposed  new  Whittlesey 
School,  and  this  Clinic  will  prove  to  be  of  considerable 
benefit. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Whittlesey,  Coates  and  Eastrea  are  provided  with  a  pioed 
water  supply  by  arrangement  with  the  City  of  Peterborough  and 
throughout  the  year  this  has  been  satisf a.ctory-  in  quality  and 
quantity.  Ponders  Bridge  and  houses  in  other"  outlying  areas  are 
dependent  on  rain  water  and  river  water,  and  in  times  of  drought 
considerable  inconvenience  results.  On  such  occasions  a  water 
cart  from  Whittlesey  visits  these  places. 
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SEWERAGE  . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  sewerage  scheme  was 
almost  complete  and  an  extension  of  the  sewer  to  King’s  Dyke 
approved,  It  is  expected  that  the  new  plant  will  be  ready 
to  commence  treatment  in  the  early  months  of  1938.  In  the 
meantime  the  privies  a.re  emptied  into  carts  as  in  previous 
years.  Outside  Whittlesey  the  tenants  themselves  empty  their 
pri/ios,  and  dispose  of  the  contents  themselves,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  when  the  Whittlesey  sewerage  plant  is  in  operation 
and  a  suificient  number  of  houses  are  connected  to  the  sewers 
the  resulting  easing  in  the  duties  of  the  night  soil  cart 
will  permit  regular  visits  to  these  other  areas. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


During  the  year  refuse  collection  was  extended  to 

Coat^r 


ERADICATION  OF  BED-BUGS  AND  OTHER  VERMIN. 

Two  Council  Houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
bed-bugs  and  the  four  houses  in  the  block  were  disinfested 
by  a  Contractor. 

In* other . houses . bed-bugs  were  found  and  treated 
by  the  tenants  with  disinf esAors  and  soap  and  water  under  the 
supervision  and  instruction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Before 
tenants  are  removed  to  Council  houses  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
inspects  the  old  houses  for  evidence  of  vermin. 

If  vermin  are  found  appropriate  action  is  taken  and  no 
tenant  allowed  to  removed  to  a  Council  house  until  all  danger 
of  transference  of  vermin  is  removed. 


SCHOOLS. 


Overcrowding  still  exists  ifa  the  Inf ant s’ and  Junior 
Schools  in  Whittlesey  and  the  County  Council  proposes  building 
a  Senior  School  with  a  separate  department  for  boys  and 
girls,  and  in  addition  a  new  school  for  children  up  to  7 
years.  The  present  Infants'  and  Junior  Schools  will  be  adapted 
for  . use. as  a  single  Junior  Mixed  School.  Until  this  over¬ 
crowding^  is  abated  the  occurrence  of  even  one  case  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  schools  will  continue  to  cause  alarm. 

Whilst  alterations  were  being  made  to  Coates  School, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  provide  temporary  accommodation 
for  the  Coates  School  children  in  the  disused  Whittlesey 
Poor  Law  Institution.  Though  far  from  ideal  it  was  found  that 
the  temporary  arrangements  were  satisfactory  and  it  was 
proposed  that  on  the  return  of  the  Coates  children  to  their 
own  school  early  in  1938,  accommodation  be  provided  in  the 
Institution  for  90  children  of  Whittlesey  Junior  School  in 
order  to  lessen  the  overcrowding  in  that  school. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the 
schools  on  acount  of  infectious  disease. 


HOUSING. 


.  ^  great  pleasure  that  I  report  details  of 

activities  in  an  attempt  to  improve  housing  conditions  in  the 
diS+triot'  I?  1933>  it  was  recognised  that  the  housing  conditions 
of  t  ne  district  were  unsatisfactory  and  almost  one  hundred 
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houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit.  The 
Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  1936.,  and 
the  majority  of  the  tenants  have  been  accommodated  in  Council 
Houses  during  1937>  and  the  remainder  will  be  rehoused  early 
in  1938. 

Towards  the  end  of  1937*  over  one  hundred  houses  were 
again. represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit,  and  a  third  list, 
bringing  the  total  to  approximately  JOO,  will  be  submitted  early 
in  1938.  It  must  not  be  considered  that  on  the  demolition  of 
these  houses  all  unfit  houses  will  have  been  dealt  with  for 
unfit  houses  still  exist  but  it  is  hoped  that  owners  will 
realise  that  the  remaining  houses  can  probably  be  made  fit  at 
reasonable  cost,  and  that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  render 
them  fit  for  habitation.  Hardship  is  certainly  caused  in 
some  cases  by  demolition  of  property  and  it  affords  no  pleasure 
to  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  Housing 
Acts  to  see  such  hardship  caused.  For  some  time  to  come  it 
is  hoped  that  a  gradual  improvement  in  housing  conditions 
will  be  effected  by  the  improvement  of  houses  by  owners 
purely  from  the  realisation  of  their  responsibilities  for  the 
welfare  of  their  tenants  and  the  wish  to  maintain  their 
property  in  good  habitable  condition.  In  addition  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  amicable  co-operation  of  owners  in  improving  defects 
noted  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  duties  in  the  district 
rather  than  having  to  secure  these  improvements  by  Statutory 
Notices . 


There  are  a  few  colonies  of  caravan  dwellers  in 
the  district  but  it  is  expected  that  some  control  will  be 
secured  by  the  adoption  of  the  appropriate  Bye-laws  at 
present  awaiting  the  confirmation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Housing  Bye-laws  are  also  awaiting  confirmation. 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:-  , 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  737 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  203-6 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling— houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  (above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  I925 . . .  340 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  1639 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  119 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub— head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation.  ...  33 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers.  53 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A  -  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18,  and  23  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930* 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  owners  . .  NIL 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners.  NIL 


B  -  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  ’notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied .  NIL. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  -defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices:  - 

(a)  By  owners.  NIL 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  NIL 

G  —  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  ih  respect  of 
'which  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

D  -  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made.  .  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  .  NIL 


NIL 

NIL 
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4-  HOUSING-  ACT,  1936  (Part  4 ) J3  YERCRQWDINCr. 


(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrow  cled  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein. 

(to)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year. 

(c)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year. 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. 


29 

29 

205 


39 


10 

74 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

Houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  NIL 


(®)  It  is  expected  that  the  remaining  cases  of 

overcrowding  will  be  soon  rehoused  in  suitable 
houses  to  be  erected  by  the  Council. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES- 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  'FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES* 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


j 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

— - -  ~  "  - - 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories 

(including  Factory 
Laundries ) . 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop 
Laundries ) . 

10 

2 

NIL 

Workplaces 

(other  than  Outworkers 
Premises ) 

i 

- 

NIL 

TOTAL 

.  Y 

i 

14 

2 

NIL 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars . 


(1) 


i  12) 
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Nuisances  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts:- 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding. 

Want  of  Drainage  of 
Floors . 

Other  Nuisances: 

Sanitary  Accommodation 
unsuitable  or  defective 


2 

2 


Number  of  Defects.  !  __  , 

. . - - - r _ _ _ j  Number  of 

Remedied  |  Referred  j  offences  in 
j  to  H.M.  |  respect  to 


i  Inspector. 

I  which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 

(3) 

(4) 

i  instituted. 

| 

2 

* 

2 

i 

~  ! 

i 

! 

— 

— 

j 

i 

! 

t 

i 

Offences  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  j 
Acts : - 

- 

Illegal  Occupation  of  ! 

underground  bakehouse  (alOlj  - 

Other  Offences  i  -  I 

- - - 4-j— - h0 ) 


r- 


i 

\ 


: 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  IM  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES  (Contd). 


1“ 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Particulars 

offences  in 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Ref  erred 

respect  to 

to  H.M.. 

which  prose- 

■ 

Inspector. 

cutions  were 
instituted. 

a) 

 , 

(2)  '  : 

 1 

(3) 

(4) 

(Excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  and 

1 

i 

! 

i 

1 

i 

j 

1 

1 

i 

offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in 
The  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of 


Powers)  order,  1921. 

4 

4 

* 

<— 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

— 

Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of 

the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  I90I  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts, 
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OUTWORK  -IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTTON,  108. 


NATURE  OF  WORK . 

(1) 


Wearing  Apparel  - 

Making  &c . 

Cleaning  and  Washing  . . . 
Household  Linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets. 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate 

File-making  . 

Brass  and  Brass  articles 
Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  Chains 
Anchors  and  Grapnels 
Cartgear 

Locks,  Latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  etc.  ... 
Artificial  Flowers  . . . 

Nets,  other  than  wire  net 
Tents  ... 

Sacks  . 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper,  etc.  boxes,  paper  bags 

Brush  making  .  „ . 

Pea  picking  . . 

Feather  sorting  ...  ... 

Carding  etc  of  buttons  etc. 

Stuffed  toys  . 

Basket  making  . 

Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  Crackers 

Stockings, 

Textile  Weaving  ... 


INSTANCES 

(2) 


Nil 


NOTICES 

SERVED. 

(3) 


Nil 


PROSECUTIONS 

(4) 


Nil 


TOTAL. 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


(Signature)  F.E.  CRAWLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Date  -  June,  1938. 
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